
As we approach the conclusion 
of the first quarter of the 2020-2021 
academic year, I sincerely hope that 
this newsletter finds you and yours 
healthy and adjusting to our new 
and hopefully short-lived modified 
educational structure. 

During the summer, as we 
planned for our reopening, everyone 
anticipated numerous challenges 
and changes. In all reality, I do not 
think anyone could have anticipated 
that the changes would be as far 
reaching as we have discovered. 
Everything from minor adjustments 
to significant structural modifications 
have had to take place to provide 
a safe and regulation-compliant 
educational setting. In essence, we 
have wholly reinvented education 

in Granville in an incredibly short 
period of time. 

I give tremendous credit and 
praise to our administrators, 
teachers, staff and families for your 
hard work, patience, creativity, and 
commitment to our educational 
mission. What we are doing in 
school and at home is not easy. We 
are all learning new skills, utilizing 
new technologies and doing our very 
best to provide a sound educational 
experience to a generation of young 
people who did not ask for this and 
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Social distanced seating is standard throughout the District. Shown here are eighth graders 
Molly Mashtere, Jaxon Torres and Dylan Miller in their English Language Arts class.

Lacey Norton and Alexia Baker use 
Chromebooks and a Promethean 
whiteboard to work on a Spanish 8
assignment.

Our combination of remote 
and in-person learning this 
academic year has inspired 
our faculty members to 
bring many new teaching 
techniques and technologies 
to the virtual and real-life 
classrooms. 

Inside this issue, we’re 
proud to give you a look at 
some of the innovative ways 
we’re working to ensure our 
community’s children get 
the high-quality education 
they deserve, even in these 
challenging times.
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Who says you can’t be in two places at once?
Teachers at Mary J. Tanner can be in three. With 

the help of a camera and our 70-inch Promethean 
interactive whiteboards, MJT teachers can 
simultaneously teach students who are spread safely 
across two classrooms — and those learning from 
home. Children in one classroom or at home can see 
and hear their teacher in another classroom and clearly 
observe what the teacher is writing on the whiteboard. 
They can also see their fellow students, helping make 

the learning experience a little more “normal” for those 
students opting for at-home instruction.

MJT teachers are also tapping into the potential of 
Plickers, an interactive and fun tool that allows students 
to answer questions by holding up a card with a black 
and white image that works like a QR code. The teacher 
can scan the entire classroom of “answers” with her 
smart phone or tablet to get an instant assessment of 
student comprehension.

Adam Langworthy
High School Math

“Adjusting to a hybrid model of learning has been an 
immense challenge for students and teachers alike,” 
says Mr. Langworthy. “Integration of new technology 
is what has allowed all of us at Granville CSD to teach 
the content we normally would from an entirely new 
perspective.” 

“We are now in a world where learning and teaching 
is evolving as fast as the technology that keeps us all 
connected,” he says — and that means everyone from 
students to teachers to parents are learning new things 
every day. 

Mr. Langworthy encourages everyone to, “Lean on 
your peers. If you’re having trouble adapting, don’t be 
afraid to reach out to someone else. Two minds are 
better than one when experimenting with technology.”

“Lastly,” he encourages his fellow faculty members, 

Mikayla Wells  
Grade 2 Special Ed 

Miss Wells and her co-teacher Mrs. Kathleen 
Bartenstein made technology a regular part of their 
daily instruction long before the COVID-19 virus arrived. 
Here’s her take on technology’s role in teaching:

“While technology cannot replace receiving direct 
instruction from a teacher and social interaction, it is 
a great way to supplement learning and differentiate 
instruction for students. You can reteach skills and/
or provide enrichment opportunities. Many of the 
resources available allow for additional progress 
monitoring and data that we can use in the classroom to 
drive our instruction and support our students.

“All of our teachers, staff, students, and families are 
doing amazing things with technology whether they are 
becoming more familiar with utilizing it or have more 
experience with it. Technology is not a one size fits all 
approach. Everyone has a different level of comfort and 
experience with utilizing it. The best advice I can give to 

anyone struggling is to never be afraid to ask for help, 
always have a backup plan, and don’t be afraid to try 
new things. Mistakes are proof that you are trying.”

Jay Condon
Grade 6 ELA and Social Studies

Mr. Condon has embraced the new model of 
teaching and learning from the start, and is always 
introducing new instructional apps in the classroom. 
He’s also well known for assisting his team and other 
GES teachers in learning and navigating the many 
nuances that come with the use of new technologies. 
This school year he’s especially excited by the new 
Promethean interactive whiteboards that he calls “a 
real game-changer for our teachers and students.”  

 “Copies of class notes can be uploaded as soon as 
the class is over,” he says. “Students can then review 
what was done in class as soon as the class is over, 
and feedback on student work can be instant, where 
in the past it may take a day to grade a paper and 
discuss with the student to provide feedback.”

Mr. Condon is also enjoying the opportunity to 
work with students in smaller classes, and feels that 
the students will benefit in ways that they never have 
before. “I feel that with the smaller classes, we as 
teachers can create engaging lessons that will target 
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Everywhere you turn at our Junior/Senior High, 
there’s a different learning technology being 
used to engage our students and elevate their 
performance.

Eighth Grade Math Teacher Kenis Sweet says, “I 
have learned how to use ScreenCastify to create a 
personalized, two-minute feedback video to students 
about their homework. The student sees his or her 
work, and hears me discuss it as I highlight their 
calculations and equations. It’s brief, direct, and tailored 
to the student’s specific work.”

“I use the digital resource SORA with my students 
as a way to promote the love of reading,” says Grades 

7-12 Academic Intervention Services Teacher Jennifer 
Gaulin. “SORA provides students the opportunity 
to read books based on their interests, popularity, 
and in a variety of genres. It is a free digital resource 
accessible through our library website. Students can 
also download the app on their devices.”

High School Social Studies Teacher Michele Bromley 
is a big fan of Gimkit, the “classroom game-show 
platform where students compete by answering 
questions on their Chromebooks, live. I usually use it as 
a review of content. I just recently started using it as a 
preview of vocabulary. The students are engaged and 
having fun while retaining information. It is a win-win.”

TEACHER FEATURE:

FALL 2020

Teachers Taking Technology to New Levels to Keep Students Safely Learning

GES students, come on down! You’re the next 
contestants on Gimkit!

Gimkit’s creator calls it a “game show for the 
classroom,” and GES teachers are using the interactive 
learning tool to review past lessons and track students’ 
progress toward subject mastery. Students answer a 
series of questions on a smart device, tracking their 

progress by the number they answer correctly and 
the number of points they earn. Questions they need 
improvement on will be asked again. Gimkit can be 
used as an in-class tool, for homework assignments, 
and as a collaboration tool, with students creating their 
own questions for their classmates to answer.

GRANVILLE  ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

TEACHER FEATURE:
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TEACHER FEATURE:

In the Classroom and at Home, The Year of COVID-19 Inspires Innovative Ways to Educate & Engage at All Three Schools

the needs of the individual students. Even the remote 
kids, I feel, are getting the one-on-one attention.”  

“just have fun with it. Try to find something that you 
can do in your class with technology that no one else 
can do in theirs and give it a shot!”
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Getting to Know: 
Junior/Senior High 
Principal Lisa Meade

Note: This profile was prepared — and the photo taken 
— prior to the start of the COVID crisis.

When the Granville Junior/Senior High School Principal 
job opened up in the summer of 2019, former New York 
State Middle School Principal of the Year Lisa Meade 
jumped at the opportunity. 

At the time, Mrs. Meade was working as an Assistant 
Superintendent in another district. The job was enjoyable 
but not as rewarding to her as working more directly with 
students. She said she had heard many good things 
about Granville, and the experience has exceeded her 
expectations.

“First off, we have some of the kindest, most humble 
kids I’ve ever worked with,” she says. “They’re just 
amazing. Their parents should be very proud.”

From a curriculum perspective, she says, “We do a lot 
for our kids.” She says the District’s array of advanced 
placement and college credit courses rivals those of 
far larger school districts, while Business, Fine Arts, 
Technology and the Agriculture education programs 
give students the skills and experience for rewarding 
careers and future studies. She also credits the District 

for providing the resources to add an additional mental 
health crisis counselor to the school’s team to help 
students facing challenging times.

“ I hope to be here for awhile, and I think we’re really 
coming together as a team,” she says. “Our teachers 
take their roles very seriously and very personally. They’re 
committed to helping our students achieve their goals.”

As for her leadership approach, Mrs. Meade says, “I 
enjoy developing new ideas and working with others to 
roll them out and get things done for the betterment of 
our students.” Most importantly, she says, “School is 
for learning. I believe in giving kids extra chances when 
they need them. School should be a safe place for kids 
to learn from any mistakes they make while realizing the 
potential they hold for their own futures.”

My decision to enter the field 
of education was influenced by 
the many great experiences and 
teachers I had in Granville. 

My third grade teacher, Mrs. 
Jessica St. Claire, inspired me 
to follow in her footsteps. I have 
fond memories of her working 
hard to make our education a fun, 
memorable experience. I was also 
fortunate to be coached in track & 
field by Mr. Jay Condon. He showed 
me what hard work could produce 
if I trusted his methods. Because of 

his influence, I am now Granville’s 
Assistant Varsity Track & Field 
Coach.

Another way Granville contributed 
to my success was the course 
offerings. I was able to take a variety 
of SUPA and AP courses, allowing 
me to begin my college career with 
more than a semester’s worth of 
credits.

I have been extremely fortunate to 
return to my alma mater and teach. 
Nothing feels better than giving my 
all every day directly back to the 

community that helped make me 
who I am today. I will always bleed 
blue and gold!

ALUMNI CORNER
 

DANIELLE COSEY — CLASS OF 2011
 College:  Bachelor’s Degree in Childhood Education, Master’s Degree in Literacy, 
 The College of St. Rose
Career:   Third Grade Teacher, Granville Central School District

Joining Mrs. Meade (center) in this fun, pre-COVID photo are (from left): 
students Kerri Jennings, Ginny Renaud and Liv Connolly.
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Working Hard to Stay Safe, Productive and Open
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simply want to go back to school 
“like it was.”

Students Doing Outstanding Job
In addition, I cannot commend our 

student body enough. Thinking back 
to August, many of us expressed a 
degree of anxiety about the potential  
for students not wearing masks, not 
social distancing or not following 
other new requirements. Much to 
our students’ credit, those concerns 
were largely unfounded. Our 
students — your children — have 
absolutely risen to the occasion. 
Together, we are ensuring to the 
best of our ability that our schools 
remain, safe, productive, and open. 
This is not only a testament to their 
maturity, but also to your guidance 
at home. I sincerely thank you for 
that. 

I have had the opportunity to be 
in many classrooms this fall and 
though none of us feel this is the 

“best” way to deliver education, 
I can tell you that we are making 
it happen. The instructional 
staff are balancing in-person, 
remote and online learners while 
simultaneously learning the skills 
needed to accomplish that task. Our 
administrators are focused on being 
proactive, in keeping our educational 
program moving forward, 
anticipating the next “what if” and 
addressing a myriad of issues that 
are totally new and unique. While 
all this is transpiring, our support 
staff are going above and beyond 
to keep our facilities safe, our buses 
sanitized, and meals prepared 
for our students both on and off 
campus. Yes, all school districts are 
doing this, but I think that in Granville 
we are doing it better!

On The Right Path
For sure, this is going to be a 

very long year, and the hard work, 
issues and changes are far from 
over. But if our opening months are 
any indication, we are absolutely 
on the right path and we will make 
it together. As I have said often, we 
must remain in close communication 
during this time. If you have a 
question, ask it. Go to the source, 
be it a teacher, principal or myself. 
We can provide accurate and timely 
information and will do our best to 
help find solutions. 

You have my sincerest admiration 
and appreciation, 

Tom McGurl 
Superintendent of Schools 

Keep up with school news, events, student accomplishments 
and more. Follow along:
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